Note from the Director
Hello, Actors!
I wanted to write you a quick note to introduce myself and give you more information about
this weekend’s auditions. My name is Joe Turner and I’m thrilled to be directing this fall’s
production of Mary Poppins. I’ve been fortunate to be cast in a lot of great roles (e.g., Tin Man,
Lord Farquaad, Grandpa Joe) and I’m excited to share with you what I’ve learned along the way.
As mentioned in the notice, this play is a musical, so you should be prepared to sing at
auditions. Accompaniment will not be provided, so be prepared to sing a cappella (fancy way
of saying without music). Also, you can sing anything you want! It can be from this show or a
previous show (or even Happy Birthday). We just want to hear you sing! It doesn’t have to be
an entire song but try to at least sing 32 measures, so we can get a good sampling of what you
can do.
We might ask you to read from the script, especially if you’re auditioning for one of the leads
(Mary, Bert, George, Winifred, Jane or Michael). Sample script pages are provided and will be
available at the audition. You DO NOT need to memorize the lines for the audition. We
encourage you to bring in the sample script and read directly from it. At this audition, we’re
mostly interested in how you portray the character, how clearly you speak the lines, and just
getting to know you! I’ve included additional instructions and tips on the following page.
Lastly, you might be asked to dance. Mary Poppins has some fantastic dancing scenes, so we’ll
need as many dancers as we can get! While dance experience is a plus, don’t bother learning
your own dance moves for the audition. Our choreographer will be on hand to show small
groups of auditioners some simple dance moves. This is mostly to give her an idea of how
complex or simple to make choreography.
We hope you found this information useful and look forward to meeting you this weekend.
Auditions can be nerve-wracking to some, but we hope to make it a relaxing, enjoyable,
educational experience for everyone!
Your Director,
Joe Turner

Additional Instructions:













Tips:










Please arrive during the scheduled hours. Family members can audition during the
same time slot.
Once you are signed in and form received, please wait quietly for your name to be
called. We can’t make a lot of noise in the waiting area because others are likely
auditioning.
When called, someone will lead you into the audition room where myself, our music
director and choreographer will be waiting.
We’ll introduce ourselves, review your audition form, and maybe ask you a few
questions about yourself. Don’t be nervous! We’re just trying to get to know you.
Feel free to ask us questions too.
We’ll then give you the opportunity to sing. If you mess up, don’t worry! You can
always start over again.
We might ask you to read lines, especially if you’re auditioning for a specific role.
If you’re interested in participating in some of the dancing scenes, we might ask that
you stick around for a few minutes after your audition. Our choreographer will show
small groups a simple dance move to see how well you pick it up.
Once the audition is over, you can feel free to leave. Again, we ask that you remain
quiet in the waiting area as other might be auditioning.
Callbacks are Sunday, July 9th. If you’re asked to callbacks, you’ll be notified the
following week.
Finally, while we’d love to cast everyone that auditions, unfortunately, the script and
stage size dictates how many people we can cast. The final cast list will be posted
Wednesday, July 13th.
Enunciate! That means speak/sing the words as clearly as possible.
Project your voice. If you whisper your lines, no one can hear you. Speak/sing clearly
and loudly.
Remember, acting is more than just words. Be sure to use your whole body to get a
point across. If you’re angry, stomp a foot. Be dramatic!
Slow down. Most people try to read too fast. Take your time.
Your audition is more than just singing and reading lines. How you act in the waiting
area, how respectful you are to others, how you listen to instructions, all of that is noted
by the directors and considered during auditions.
If reading lines, get to know your character. Read the entire page to get an idea of
what’s going on in the scene. What’s the mood? Which other characters are involved?
What are those characters like? All this might give you an idea of how you want to
portray your character.
Feel free to write yourself notes on the script. If you want to emphasize a word in the
script, underline it. If you want to remember to make a certain action with your
arms/legs, make a note of it beside that line.

